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EARLY LIFE AND CAREER

Sheikh Hasina is the daughter of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation and architect of Bangladesh’s independence, and Bangamata Begum Fazilatun Nesa Muijib.
httos:/ / www.britannica.com/ biography,/ Sheikh-Hasina-Wazed

She was an acfive parficipant in the 1969 mass uprising and a supporter of the Liberation War of 1971.
https:/ / awpc.caticenter.iastate.edu/ directory,/sheikh-hasina

She survived six years in exile following the assassination of her father, mother and three brothers in 1975.

httos:/ /www.britannica.com/ biography,/ Sheikh-Hasina-Wazed

While sfill in exile, she was elected as the leader of the Awami league, the largest political organisation in Bangladesh, cofounded by her father.
httos://www.britannica.com/ biography,/ Sheikh-Hasina-Wazed

In 1986, she entered parliament as the leader of the opposition; ten years later she became prime minister, leading the first government since independence to complete a full five-year tenure.
https:/ / awpc.caticenter.iastate.edu/ directory,/sheikh-hasina

In 1997, she signed the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord, ending decades of violence, confrontation and hostility between the government and tribes within the region.
https:/ / www.thefamouspeople.com/ profiles/sheikh-hasina-5680. php

BOOMING ECONOMY

In 1996, Sheikh Hasina broke the state-controlled monopoly on telecoms in the country, issuing three GSM mobile licences to private companies.
httos:/ /' www.thedailystar.net/supplements/ celebrating-50-years-bangladesh/news/ golden-jubilee-bangladesh-rings-silverjubilee-mobile-2066661

Since becoming prime minister for the second time in 2009, Sheikh Hasina has overseen a three-fold increase in national GDP.
https:/ / data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD2locations=BD

In 2018, Bangladesh met the criteria to graduate from the United Nations Least Developed Country classification, moving on a path to becoming a developing country.
httos:/ /www.un.org/ development/desa/en/ news,/ policy/ leaving-the-ldcs-category-booming-bangladesh-prepares-o-graduate. himl

In 2019, the Asian Development Bank ranked Bangladesh as the fastes-growing economy in the Asio—Pacific region, eclipsing China, Vietnam and India.
https:/ /www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/10/the-secret-fo-bangladesh-s-economicsuccess-the-sheikh-hasina-factor

Having delivered on the Awami league’s Vision 2021 pledge to make Bangladesh a middle-income country, Sheikh Hasina launched in 2021 the Vision 2041 roadmap for fransformation to a developed, poverty-
free country within two decades.

https://cri.org.bd/publication/2021 /hasina-the-vision/Hasina-The-Vision. pdf
httos:/ /bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2014,/07 /23 / well-implement-vision-202 1-hasina

Bangladesh is set to become the 25th-largest global economy by 2035, according to the UK’s Centre for Economics and Business Research in its 2020 survey of 193 countries.
https:/ /www.theindependentbd.com/post/257718
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INCLUSIVITY AND FEMALE EMPOWERMENT

The National Women Development Policy, introduced in 2011, sought fo establish equal rights for men and women, and included specific goals such as assistance for female entrepreneurs.
https:/ /borgenproject.org/womens-rights-in-bangladesh

In 2012, Bangladesh, in association with UNESCO, organised the first Cultural Diversity Ministerial Forum of the Asia-Pacific Region in Dhaka.
https://en.unesco.org/ creativity/ governance,/ periodicreports/201 3 /bangladesh

Since 2013, Sheikh Hasina’s government has recognised transgender as an official third gender, leading fo recognition of the rights of around 10,000 previously marginalised people.

https:/ /www.firstpost.com,/world/transgenders-officially-o-third-genderin-bangladesh-1229221 . hml

In 2014, Sheikh Hasina received a special Peace Tree memento from UNESCO as a tribute to her work fo improve female education.
https:// archive.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2014,/09/08 / pm-receives-tree-of-peace-memento

In 2013, her govemment infroduced legislation to protect the rights and welfare of people with disabilities and facilitate their participation in society.

https:/ /www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/95795,/118013/F51789448 /BGD95795%20Booklet. pdf

Women's empowerment is one of fen ‘Special Initiatives” infroduced by Sheikh Hasina in 2015 and overseen personally by her since then.
https:/ /www.daily-sun.com/printversion/ details /228838 / %E2%80%98PM%BE2%80%99s-1 O-special-initiatives-vital-for-achieving-SDGs%E2%80%99
https://cri.org.bd/publication/2021 /hasina-the-vision/Hasina-The-Vision. pdf

ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY

Sheikh Hasina tackled persistent power shortages in the country, implementing reforms in 2009 to liberalise the sector and build new power plants.
https:/ /www.weforum.org/agenda,/2019/10/the-secret-to-bangladesh-s-economicsuccess-the-sheikh-hasina-factor

Since 2009, her government has overseen construction of 121 power plants with a combined capacity of 20,342 megawatts (MW) and brought electricity to 100 per cent of the population. The country now has
a combined capacity to produce 25,284MW of electricity.
https:/ /thefinancialexpress.com.bd,/ national /five-power-plants-fo-be-inaugurated-on-september-12-1630759925

https: /' / powerdivision.gov.bd/site/ page/ 6cd25d49-3150-482a-8bd0-701d18136af7 /BEQ%AL%BFBEOBASHI5-BEOBAOBABHEQ%ALBICHEORALBBOREOBAT %87

In September 2021, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated five new power plants, adding 879MW of new energy fo the grid.
https:/ /thefinancialexpress.com.bd,/ national /five-power-plants-fo-be-inaugurated-on-september-12-1630759925

In 2019, Bangladesh approved plans for a liquefied natural gasfuelled power plant in Payra, which will be the country’s largest electricity generator, adding 3600MW of capacity.
https:/ /bdnews24.com/economy/2019,/02/16/bangladesh-signs-deal-with-siemens-for-3600mw-power-plant

In 2021, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the installation of reactor pressure vessels within Unit 1 of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, the country’s first nuclear power plant.
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh,/ pm-hasina-opens-rooppur-nudearpower-plants-reactor-installation-work

In 2018, Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation stone for the landmark Matarbari thermal power plant, which will add 1200MW of capacity by 2026.
hitps:/ / archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/power-energy/2018,/01 /27 / pm-hasina-matarbari-plant
https:/ /www.world-energy.org/article /21296 .himl

A BROOKLANDS NEW MEDIA SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE PUBLICATION



INDEX OF SOURCES

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

In 2010, the government infroduced the Environment Court Act, expediting the trial of environmental crimes.
https:/ /www.ecolex.org/ defails/ legislation/environment-court-act-20 1 0-lexfaoc 1 79426

Sheikh Hasina received the United Nations Champions of the Earth award in 2015 for her leadership and vision in making climate change a national priority issue.

httos://news.un.org/en/story/2015,/09/508702

Sheikh Hasina’s government passed the Bangladesh Biological Diversity Act in 2017, and has designated over 5 per cent of the country’s total terrestrial area as ‘protected and ecologically crifical.
https:/ /www.thedailystar.net/ pm-sheikh-hasina-focus-future-sustainability-in-bangladesh-1970629

Representing Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina currently chairs the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF), advocating for nations most impacted by climate change.

https:/ /thecvt.org/about

Sheikh Hasina also chaired the CVF from 2011 1o 2013, and played a key role in sefting up the forum'’s first frust fund, focusing on the need fo build resilience.
httos:/ /www.v-20.0rg,/ ourvoice,/ news/ press-eleases/ bangladesh-chair-of-vulnerable-twenty-group

led by Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh produced in 2021 the Muijib Climate Prosperity Plan, a world first, outlining detailed strategies fo enhance resilience, grow the economy and create jobs via action on climate change.

httos://cri.org.bd/2021/11 /01 /all-you-need-to-know-about-bangladeshs-climate-prosperity-plan

ERADICATING POVERTY

Between 2010 and 2016, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's policies helped to lift 8 million Bangladeshis out of poverty, according to data from the World Bank.
httos:/ /www.globalcitizen.org/en/ content/ 8-million-people-bangladesh-poverty

Bangladesh'’s Vision 2041, introduced by Sheikh Hasina’s government, has outlined plans to eradicate extreme poverty by 2031 and reduce all poverty to 3 per cent or less by 2041.
http://bdembassykorea.org/en/ wp-content/ uploads/2020,/09/PERSPECTIVE-PLAN-of-BD-2021-204 1 -.pdf

Supported by the United Nations Development Programme, her government is implementing a programme called Strengthening Women's Ability for Productive New Opportunities (SWAPNO), fo help extremely
poor rural women.
https:/ /www.un.org/ sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2017 /07 /Bangladesh_GenderEquality. pdf

The SWAPNO programme offers work opportunities with 18-month fixed-wage contracts for ultra-poor and vulnerable women, as well as support to help them save and budget.
httos://www.bd.undp.org/ content/bangladesh/en/home/ projects/ strengthening-womens-ability-for-productive-new-opportunities. html

Sheikh Hasina’s government has worked fo develop digital payment infrastructure and promote the uptake of mobile money to support the poorest communities in rural areas of Bangladesh.

https:/ /www.weforum.org/agenda,/ 2020,/ 02/ digitalinclusion-made-bangladesh-stand-out

Sheikh Hasina received a UN award in both 2011 and 2013 for her efforts in alleviating poverty and reducing the maternal mortality rate with the help of ICT.
https://mowca.portal.gov.bd/sites/ default/files /files/mowca.portal.gov.bd /publications /€308842d_ab43_428_91b1_2e18356cd888,/ Women%20Empowerment%20%20Flyer%20Final%20%200210201 6. pdf

Funding of a responsive social safety net programme is Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s top priority.

htto://www.dss.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files /dss.portal.gov.bd/publications/dc6d4241_aedd_4108_a294_a2292ea8feb3,/2022-02-08-04-09-5221e96a732459124c83de56cbal 55ct. pdf

US$12.51 billion was allocated for the country’s social safety net programme in 2021-22 Fiscal Year, eight times more than in the 2008-09 Fiscal Year.
htto://www.dss.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files / dss.portal.gov.bd/publications/dc6d424f_aedd_4108_a294_a2292ea8feb3,/2022-02-08-04-09-5221e96a73245924c83de56cb6a1 55ct. pdf

Sheikh Hasina’s government provides allowances fo a total of 10.5 million individuals — elderly, divorced, widowed, disabled, transgender, ethnic minorities, beggars, tea garden workers, and ultra-poor people —
under the social safety net programme, and to almost 4 million families under the poverty alleviation programme.

htto://www.dss.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files /dss.portal.gov.bd/publications/dc6d424f_aedd_4108_a294_a2292ea8feb3,/2022-02-08-04-09-5221e96a732459124c83de56cbal 55ct. pdf

Under the prudent leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the percentage of poor and ultra-poor has fallen to below 20.5 and 10.5 per cent respectively in recent years, from 40 and 25.1 per cent in 2005.
Source: Speeches of Prime Minister
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As part of Sheikh Hasina’s Ashrayan-2 Project, a plan to house all of the country’s 885,622 homeless and destitute families, accommodation in the form of modest shelters had already been provided to 496,108
such families by February 2022.

https:/ /www.irtworld.com/asia/bangladesh-opens-world-s-largesthousing-projectforhomeless-43514

Source: Prime Minister's Office

In Mujib Year (2020-21) alone 117,329 houses were built and an additional 54,551 houses were under construction. Sheikh Hasina has promised that soon no one will live homeless in Bangladesh.
Source: Prime Minister's Office

GLOBAL TRADE

In 2010, Sheikh Hasina created the Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority to boost frade and increase diversification of industry, employment, production and exports.
https://www.beza.gov.bd/about-beza,/beza-at-a-glance

Under Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has been an important participant in the China-led Belt and Road Initiative, bringing fransport and energy projects to the country and benefiting local businesses.
https:/ /www.sc.com/en/feature/ whatthe-belt-and-road-initiative-means-for-business-in-bangladesh

Sheikh Hasina has infroduced incentives for expatriates to invest in Bangladesh and issued directives to the Bangladesh Investment Development Authority to remove any investment barriers.
httos:/ /www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/11 /02 /pm-hasina-urges-expatriates-to-invest-more-in-bangladesh

In 2017, she secured duty facilities for 10,677 products from member countries of the Asia—Pacific Trade Agreement, of which Bangladesh is a founding member.

https:// archive.dhakatribune.com/business/regulations/2017,/06,/12/bangladesh-duty-facilities-apta

Sheikh Hasina has signed multiple bilateral cooperation agreements with Ching, in line with the strategic partnership formalised between the two countries in 2016.
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/ceau/ /eng/zgxw_4,/11 679272 him
https:/ /www.reuters.com/ arficle/ us-bangladesh-china-idUSKCN12D34 M

In 2015, Bangladesh approved a revised trade deal with India, by which the two countries enabled transport of goods across each other’s territories and removed long-standing barriers.
https:/ /economictimes.indiatimes.com,/news,/economy,/ foreign-trade /bangladesh-cabinet-approves-revised-trade-agreement-with-india,/ articleshow,/ 46835858 .cms2utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_
medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

IMPROVING HEALTH

Bangladesh has established more than 13,000 community clinics across the country, providing primary healthcare as a flagship part of the government's plan to revolutionise healthcare delivery.

https:/ /www.sciencedirect.com/science/ article/pii/$2405844020307957

These clinics played a vital role in Bangladesh's response to COVID-19, particularly in rural areas, through contact tracing, facilitating home quarantine and educating people about preventive measures.
https:/ /reliefweb.int/ report/bangladesh,/bangladesh-community-health-workers-heart-stronger-health-system-and{ight-against

In 2018, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the world’s largest burns and plastic surgery institute in the Chankharpul area of Dhaka.
https:/ /thefinanciolexpress.com.bd/public/index.php,/ national / pm-opens-worlds-largest-bum-and-plasticsurgery-institute-1 540377874

Measures put in place by Sheikh Hasina’s government have helped end food shortages and ensure Bangladesh’s agriculture system is robust.
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh,/No-more-shortage-of-rice-Matia-Chowdhury

Bangladesh was one of the few countries to achieve the UN's Millennium Development Goal of reducing underive child mortality by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015.

https:// apo.who.int/ publications/i/ item /9789290617051
https:/ /www.usaid.gov/bangladesh/ global-health

Sheikh Hasina oversaw a rapid economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic, initiating 28 separate stimulus programmes totalling US$22.1 billion and prioritising the neediest sectors of the population.
https:/ /fortune.com/2021/12/20/bangladesh-prime-minister-sheikh-hasina-we-rise-from-covid-19-by-helping-the-neediestirst-pandemicresponse-world-economy-asia-development
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NVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE

In 2021, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the Bangladesh Infrastructure Development Fund to finance a variety of new development projects via the country’s foreign currency reserves.
httos:/ /www.daily-sun.com/post/541400,/PM-aunches-Bangladesh-nfrastructure-Development-Fund

In 2020, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the first-ever expressway in Bangladesh, connecting Dhaka to Bhanga Upazila in Faridpur.
httos://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2020,/03/12/hasina-inaugurates-bangladesh-sirst-expressway

Sheikh Hasina signed a preferential trade agreement with Bhutan in 2020; infrastructure construction and improved transport connectivity will be key features of this deal.
httos:/ /bdnews24.com/business/2021,/03/24 /hasina-emphasises-infrastructure-fortrade-deal-with-bhutan

In 2019, Bangladesh launched Sylhet as the country’s first digital city, with free WiFi access across the city, as well as automated traffic monitoring and the country’s first digital hospital.

httos:/ /www.thedailystar.net/ city/sylhet-become-bangladesh-first-digital-city-dr-ak-abdul-momen-1688353

Numerous other mega projects are underway in Sylhet, including multi-lane highways, a new medical university, a marine academy, a textile engineering college and a high-tech industrial park.
https:/ /www.bangladeshpost.net/ posts/mega-projects-changing-the-face-of-sylhet-68778

The Padma Multipurpose Bridge, a symbol of national pride and capability of the country under the steadfast leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, was inaugurated by her on 25th June 2022. It is the longest
bridge in South Asia at 6.15 km.

Source: Prime Minister's Office

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

In 1996, Sheikh Hasina signed a landmark agreement with India for watersharing from the Ganges river.

httos:/ /www.stor.org/stable,/ 30172438

Following the influx of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar in 2017, Sheikh Hasina lobbied the international humanitarian community for global cooperation to meet their needs, leading to the 2021 Joint Response
Plan for the Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis.

https://eng.majalla.com/node/ 146961 /newsindefinite-hosting-rohingya-refugees-growing-concermn-bangladesh

https:/ /reporting-legacy.unhcr.org /202 1)RP

In 2021, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the newly constructed Bangladesh House in Maryland, cementing ties with the US.
https://www.bangladeshlivenews.com/en/bangladesh/ details/ prime-ministerhasina-inaugurates-bangladesh-house-in-maryland

Bangladesh has housed the world's largest refugee population, providing refuge for over 1 million Rohingya people who have fled genocide at the hands of the military dictatorship in their homeland of Myanmar.

https://cri.org.bd/2021 /03 / 26/ what-milestones-have-bangladesh-crossed-in-50-years

In September 1999, the UN General Assembly first adopted Sheikh Hasina’s resolution to promote a ‘Culture of Peace’, and it has continued to adopt this resolution every year since then.
https:/ / www.peace-ed-campaign.org,/un-unanimously-adopts-bangladeshs-flagship-resolution-on-culture-of-peace

Bangladesh is the world's largest contributor of uniformed personnel to UN peacekeeping missions, deploying 6403 personnel o nine missions as of January 2022.

httos:/ / peacekeeping.un.org/sites/ default/files /03 _country_and_mission_46_jan_2022.pdf
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PROMOITING EDUCATION

In 2009, Sheikh Hasina approved a revamped education policy, designed fo improve literacy rates; since then, literacy has risen from 52 per cent to almost 75 per cent of the population.
https:/ / www.thenewhumanitarian.org/fr/node/ 246861

hitps:/ / data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.LITR. ZS2locations=BD

https://bbs.portal.gov.bd/ sites/default/files /files / bbs.portal.gov.bd/page,/a1d32f13_8553_44f1_92e6_81f80a4f82e,/2021-06-30-09-23-c9a2750523d 19681 aecfd3072922fa2c. pdf

Under Sheikh Hasina’s government, around 42 million students from pre-school level to secondary level receive free text books every year.
Source: Prime Minister's Office

Sheikh Hasina's reforms have included generous financial aid for students from primary-school level to university level, including scholarships for PhD-level students and researchers.
Source: Prime Minister's Office

In 2014, Sheikh Hasina announced plans fo eradicate illiteracy among women and girls, as part of a ‘targefed vision fo improve opportunities for women in order fo reduce poverty and inequality.
https://en.unesco.org/ news,/ bangladesh-director-general-meets-prime-ministersheikh-hasina-and-key-ministers

In 2016, she launched new interactive digital multimedia content covering the entire primary school curriculum, fo make leaming more engaging and accessible for children.
https:/ / www.mabfoundation.org/component/k2 /item/ 898-prime-minister-officially-launches-new-interactive-digital-multimedia-content-to-coverentire-primary-school-curriculum. himl

In 2017, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated a programme to bring online education to the remote island of Moheshkhali, enabling children to interact in real time with teachers on the mainland.
https:/ /www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ jaago-celebrates-success-its-distance-leaming-programme

https://thediplomat.com /201 8,/03/bangladeshs-digital-island-brings-future-to-nations-poorest

As in all other secfors, Sheikh Hasina has opened up ﬁwe education sector fo private investment.

https:/ /www.worldbank.org/en/results/2016,/10,/07 / ensuring-educationforallbangladeshis

Source: Prime Minister's Office

Since 2009, she has approved 23 public universities and 54 private universities, in specialised fields such as aerospace and aviation, science and technology, agriculture, veterinary, medical, maritime, textiles, and
fashion design.

https:/ /www.researchgate.net/publication/ 3541571 83_Private_Universities_in_Bangladesh_Few_Challenges

Source: Prime Minister's Office

In 2009, she introduced the a2i programme to improve education and citizens’ access to government information.

hitps:/ /www.theindependentbd.com/home/ printnews /272010

In 2021, she initiated a project to establish Technical Training Centres in all upazilas to increase numbers of skilled workers employable in the local and overseas job markes.

hitps:/ /www.theindependentbd.com/arcprint/defails/ 72937 /2016-12-19

Bangladesh has also infroduced an online teachers” portal through which experienced teachers train and mentor less experienced colleagues, with access fo a vast array of customisable resources.

https://a2i.gov.bd/ publication/feachers-portal
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STRENGTHENING DEFENCE

Sheikh Hasina has helped protect the nation by more than doubling the defence budget, to over US$4 billion per year.
https:/ /tradingeconomics.com/bangladesh/military-expenditure

In 2009, Bangladesh introduced ‘Forces Goal 2030, the first plan to modemise the country’s armed forces, involving significant purchases of military equipment.
httos://thediplomat.com/2018,/01 /bangladeshs-ambitious-military-modemization-drive

In 2021, Bangladesh signed a defence cooperation agreement with France, as part of a common vision fo create a free, open, peaceful, secure and inclusive Indo-Pacific region.
httos:/ /www.thedailystar.net/news,/bangladesh,/news,/ dhaka-paris-strike-deal-defence-cooperation-2226966

Sheikh Hasina has also deepened defence ties with India, including agreeing a US$500 million line of credit for defence imports for the Bangladesh armed forces.
httos://theprint.in/diplomacy/india-bangladesh-will-deepen-defence-security-tiesforeign-secy-ahead-of-modis-visit/ 627915

Under Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has also signed agreements with China to advance bilateral military cooperation.

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04 /27 /c_139910533.htm
AWARDS AND MILESTONES

Sheikh Hasina is the longest-serving prime minister in the hisfory of Bon1g<|oo|esh, and has been elected four times.
https:/ /timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia,/hasinas-win-makes-herthe-longest-serving-pm-of-bangladesh/ articleshow,/ 67318448 .cms

In 2019, she was named as one of the 10 top global thinkers in the Defence and Security category by the US-based Foreign Policy magazine.

https: /' / archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/people/2019,/01 /23 /hasina-makes-the-list-oi-top-1 00-global-hinkers

Sheikh Hasina was recognised as one of the ‘100 Most Influential People in the World” by Time magazine in 2018.
https:/ /time.com/ collection/most-influential-people-2018

In 2021, Sheikh Hasina was recognised with the Eminent Persons Award by the World Information Technology and Services Alliance, for her role in fighting fundamentalism, militancy and terrorism.
httos:/ /www.thedailystar.net/news,/bangladesh/news,//hasina-wins-witsa-award- 2229546

She was also ranked among the top 50 most powerful women in the world by Forbes in 2021.

https:/ /www.forbes.com/profile/sheikh-hasina-wajed/2sh=2d13f1 757965

In 2021, Sheikh Hasina became the longest-serving incumbent female head of government in the world.

https:/ /www.observerbd.com/ defails.php2id=345867
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